
 

Neighbourhood Plan Update 

Vision and Objectives 

As you will remember, the first draft of the Vision and Objectives were presented at the Village 
Meeting back in May.  Since then we have been refining these to a shorter list that can be effectively 
managed in the Plan.  It seems that all town and villages producing Neighbourhood Plans struggle at 
this stage, and Hook has been no exception.  However, with more and more plans appearing on the 
Internet, and more feedback available on plans that have passed official examination, we are 
starting to get a much better understanding of what is required.  Therefore we will be revisiting our 
Vision and Objectives and producing a concise list. 
 
One of the most important aspects of Neighbourhood Planning is that we must demonstrate support 
of the community for every part of the process.  We now understand that this means we need to 
consult the residents on the refined Vision and Objectives before we start to develop the Policies 
that will actually influence development in Hook. 

The process will be helped by the fact that some of the surrounding villages – Rotherwick, Odiham 
and Crookham - have now issued consultation documents.  We will have no hesitation in learning 
from their successes and failures.  However, all these plans have been thrown into disarray by the 
latest timetable for the production of the Hart Local Plan, showing what appears to be another 3 
months’ slippage.  Our Neighbourhood Plan will not be accepted unless it can be shown to be 
compatible with Hart’s plan, and it is not yet clear when we will be able to get the necessary 
information from Hart. 

On top of that, we cannot produce an effective plan until we know the number of houses that will be 
allocated to Hook.  It looks like the final figures may not be available until after next May’s local 
elections.  This may well make it difficult to progress our plan. 

Because of the uncertainties about housing numbers and the work on revision the Vision and 
Objectives, the Steering Group feels that it would not be wise to set up the Neighbourhood Planning 
Theme Groups quite yet.  Everyone who signed up for this essential part of the process will be 
contacted to explain the situation. 

Make your voice heard in Hart 

We understand that Hart will be basing the housing figures on a “Revised Housing Options Paper”, 
which will be put out for consultation this winter.  If it follows the pattern of the previous versions 
the most important decision affecting Hook is whether the new settlement at Winchfield goes 
ahead.  For the Hook Neighbourhood Plan we must assume that it will go ahead, because the 
consequences for Hook if it doesn’t are almost too awful to contemplate.  The worst-case scenario 
would be that Hook, Phoenix Green, Hartley Wintney, North Warnborough and Odiham would be 
allocated so many houses that they would effectively be joined together in a ring of urban 
development around the green fields of Winchfield.   

Obviously we cannot allow this to happen, which shows the importance of Hook residents 
responding to the next consultation and making their views known.  We do not know yet whether 
there will be more roadshows.  Our views are just as important as those of the “We Heart Hart” 
campaigners, and we have just as much to lose.  The Parish Council will be publishing details of the 
consultation just as soon as they become available. 


