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THIS DOCUMENT 

What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 

“Locality” is a national network of community-led organisations, “working together to help neighbourhoods 
thrive”. It has produced much-used guidance on neighbourhood plans and how to draw them up. It defines 
a neighbourhood plan thus: 

“A neighbourhood plan is a community-led planning framework for guiding the future development, 
regeneration and conservation of an area. It is about the use and development of land and may contain a 
vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving the area or providing new facilities, or allocation of 
key sites for specific kinds of development. It may deal with a wide range of social, economic and 
environmental issues (such as housing, employment, heritage and transport) or it may focus on one or two 
issues only. These may be issues that are relevant to the whole neighbourhood or just to part of the 
neighbourhood. It is for those producing the plan to decide on its scope and content. 

“A neighbourhood plan will be part of the statutory development plan for the area, if successful at 
referendum. This statutory status gives neighbourhood plans far more weight than some other local 
documents, such as parish plans, community plans and village design statements. 

“A neighbourhood plan must meet certain ‘basic conditions’. These include compliance with European and 
national legislation, contributes to the achievement of sustainable development, having appropriate regard 
to national policy and being in general conformity with existing strategic local planning policy. It should not 
promote less development than that identified in the development plan for the local area (such as new 
housing allocations). It can allow greater growth levels. Also, it can specify policies and guidance on how new 
development should be designed, orientated and located. Neighbourhood plans can be a powerful tool in 
shaping the development of a neighbourhood. The timeframe for the neighbourhood plan will be for 
communities to decide, for example whether it is a five, 10, 15 or 20-year plan.” 

The Hook Neighbourhood Plan 

The Hook Neighbourhood Plan follows guidance from various sources to capture and record the various 
inputs and views that have been put forward by the community. 

The Plan is for the full area of Hook Parish. 

The Hook Neighbourhood Plan uses a vision of how Hook will be at the end of the Plan period to derive 
objectives required to achieve the vision which then enable planning policies to be defined to deliver the 
objectives. 

This document contains 

• An introduction to Hook 

• The Neighbourhood Plan Vision for Hook in 2032 

• Chapter for each major theme that has emerged presenting objectives, planning policies and a 
reasoned justification: 

o Hook Centre and Core Community Assets 
o Environment 
o Transport and parking 
o Development Design 
o Education, wellbeing, sport and leisure  
o Business and economy 

• A chapter on specific site allocations 
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• A chapter of Community Aims, related to each of the themes, i.e. non-planning aims and projects 
that have been proposed to support the achievement of the vision and objectives 

• Appendices and other supporting information 

The policies are set out in boxes and followed by a reasoned justification to assist the applicant, decision 
makers and stakeholders to understand their intent and the evidence that lies behind them. A number of 
policies reference appendices where further detailed guidance is included. Whilst these appendices are not 
statutory policy they should be considered as material considerations in the determination of planning 
applications. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Hook is an extremely popular place to live and work. The settlement grew steadily after WWII, and 
then rapidly from the 1980s; plans already approved continue that pace well into the 2020s. 

1.2 The location in northeast Hampshire, with a mainline railway station offering access to London in 
an hour, and relatively easy access to the M3 and M4 motorways, is likely to be attractive for both 
residential and commercial properties. 

1.3 The rural setting of the settlement, the community spirit and supporting infrastructure and the 
range of housing, much at low density in garden-style developments, has made it an attractive place 
to which many young families move, and where people put down roots and stay on into older age. 

1.4 Hook welcomes this Neighbourhood Plan as an opportunity to play its part in delivering new homes 
that the community needs, whilst preserving the key qualities that make Hook a great place to live. 

About Hook 

1.5 Hook is situated in the district of Hart, in north east Hampshire. In 2018, residents still regard the 
settlement as a large village (in 2011 the population was 8,334). It lies astride the A30, just to the 
north of the M3 at Junction 5, about six miles from Basingstoke. 

1.6 Hook has a railway station on the main line from Basingstoke to London Waterloo. 

1.7 The settlement is bounded on the east side by the picturesque valley of the River Whitewater, and 
to the south by two areas of common land – Hook Common and Bartley Heath. To the west and 
north farmland and woods form gaps to the small villages of Newnham and Rotherwick, each of 
which is covered conservation areas. 

1.8 The Hook settlement has a contiguous area of business development to the south of the railway in 
the Osborn Way and Bartley Wood business parks. 

1.9 The only other development within Hook Parish is the business park at Murrell Green, to the east, 
and south of the A30. 

1.10 Bartley Heath is an area of wet heathland designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. It is 
particularly remarkable for the presence of the rare Marsh Gentian. 

1.11 Bartley Heath and Hook Common are easily accessible from the built-up area and are a great place 
to enjoy wildlife. For more information visit the Hampshire Wildlife Trust‘s website. 

1.12 A large majority of the area of Hook Parish lies within the 5km zone of influence of the Thames 
Basin Heathland Special Protection Area (TBHSPA). 

1.13 The Hook settlement is bounded on its other sides by a mix of open farm land and copses, 
containing patches of ancient woodland, which extend to the Parish boundary. 

1.14 All the open space surrounding the settlement is crossed by a rich network of footpaths and 
bridleways that are well-used by the residents. 

1.15 The Hook settlement is characterised by developments of relatively low density, punctuated with 
green spaces, with open frontages and inter-connecting footpaths. No house in Hook is more than 
a few minutes’ walk from the Hook Centre or from the open countryside. 

1.16 Hook has grown steadily since the Second World War. The statistics and graph below show the 
population census data since 1951. It can be seen that Hook has grown more or less steadily over 
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the period at a compound annual rate of more than 3%. During the 1980s this reached nearly 8% 
pa. In fact, the housing stock doubled over five years from 1982 to 1987. 

1.17 The rate of expansion was curbed at the end of the 1980s when proposals for a very major 
expansion of Hook, primarily to the north, were rejected by planning inquiries in 1988 and then 
again in 1993. Following this, development was also limited by the introduction of the TBHSPA until 
the establishment of working protocols. 

Year Population 1951 baseline 
CAGR* % 

Decade CAGR 
% 

1951 1187   

1961 1660 3.4% 3.4% 

1971 2410 3.6% 3.8% 

1981 2867 3.0% 1.8% 

1991 6001 4.1% 7.7% 

2001 7000 3.6% 1.6% 

2011 8334 3.3% 1.8% 

Table 1: Hook Compund Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 

 

Figure 1: The Growth of Hook 1951-2011 

1.18 The centre of Hook has emerged on a piecemeal basis over a long period and as a result is a mix of 
retail and services premises and domestic dwellings, covering a broad range from listed coaching 
inn to a modern Tesco supermarket. 

1.19 Hook centre has struggled in competition with other local centres to attract the range of businesses 
that might have been expected in a settlement of the size that Hook has become. 

1.20 Hook has a strong sense of community with an active Parish Council. It has a very wide range of 
community activities that cater for all age groups and abilities; many are centred on two large fairly 
new Community Buildings. All activities have enthusiastic leaders and are well attended.  
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A Brief History of Hook 

1.21 The earliest mention of Hook so far found in historical documents was in relation to a land dispute 
in the thirteenth century. The village of Hook did not, at that date, exist, but there were a few 
scattered houses and farms alongside the main road to the south-west of England. That main road 
grew in importance over the centuries until it became the main stage coach route from London to 
Exeter. 

1.22 By the eighteenth century, a number of inns had appeared, to serve the travelling public, and small 
hamlets had grown up around them. In the late eighteenth century, a turnpike road was 
constructed to aid the navigation of the steep Scures Hill, to the west of the village. This was one 
of a series of turnpikes throughout the country, which enabled stagecoach travel to become faster 
and more regular. Travelling became more commonplace as a result, and the inns which catered 
for the travellers prospered. 

1.23 In the 1830s, a railway was built, which passed through Hook on its way from London to 
Basingstoke, but there was no station built here. A number of local landowners campaigned for a 
station between Winchfield and Basingstoke, so that timber and crops grown in the area could be 
sent away for sale. In 1883, their campaign was successful and Hook railway station was opened 
amidst general public rejoicing. 

1.24 The opening of the railway station signalled the birth of the modern village of Hook. Houses were 
built for the railway workers, and for the workers in the businesses that sprang up around the 
station. Some workers began commuting to Basingstoke, and later to far-away London. 

1.25 By 1932, the village of Hook was big enough to be formed into its own civil parish, created by carving 
away parts of the parishes of Odiham, Newnham and Nately Scures. This was followed a few years 
later by the building of Hook’s own church, St. John’s, so that the inhabitants no longer had to walk 
to services in Newnham or meet in the ‘Tin Church’ on the corner of Elms Road. 

1.26 After the Second World War, Hook was considered by the then London County Council as a possible 
site for one of their overspill New Towns, but they ultimately decided to develop at Basingstoke 
instead. 

1.27 Hook became the target for some housing development in the 1960s, and this intensified after the 
building of the M3 motorway in the early 1970s. Between 1981 and 1985, new house building 
doubled the size of the village, and further development took place in the late 1980s, bringing the 
village to a population of around 6000 people. 

1.28 There have been a number of planning applications for major new housing developments in and 
around the village since then, most notably by Charles Church Developments in 1988 and again in 
1991, but both these schemes were defeated on appeal after a lengthy public protest campaigns 
and public planning inquiries. 

1.29 The most recent significant expansion has been the building of the Holt Park development in the 
first few years of the twenty first century. 

1.30 At the time of writing, Hook settlement is set for further large expansion. 

Permission has been granted for three developments on green field land which are for 550 and 70 
dwellings to the northeast of the settlement, and 60 to the northwest. 

Permission has been granted for replacement of an office in the centre with 78 flats. 

Permitted Development Rights have been exercised for conversion of two large offices on the 
Bartley Wood business park to the southwest, with the owners of another 4 having announced 
their intention to follow. These are expected to total over 400 flats. 
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Pre-application consultations have been carried out on conversion or redevelopment of other of 
premises in the central area that would result in over 200 additional flats. 

Other plans for re-developments of premises in the central area of the settlement notified to Hook 
Parish Council would add up to a further 100 flats. 

1.31 A developer has recently held a public consultation on a plan to build over 700 dwellings on green 
field land to the west of Hook, in the gap between Hook and Newnham. The Hart District Council 
consultation on this application resulted in over 700 objections to the plans, with only 1 comment 
in support. 

1.32 Further information and pictures from the history of Hook are available online at: 

http://www.hookinhampshire.co.uk/history_of_hook.php#.WZQZKFGG 

http://www.hookinhampshire.co.uk/hook_hampshire_now_and_then.php#.WZQZVVGGNhE 

http://www.hookinhampshire.co.uk/historic_hook.php#.WZQZcFGGNhE 

http://hook.gov.uk/scrapbook/old-photographs/ 

http://www.hookinhampshire.co.uk/history_of_hook.php#.WZQZKFGG
http://www.hookinhampshire.co.uk/hook_hampshire_now_and_then.php#.WZQZVVGGNhE
http://www.hookinhampshire.co.uk/historic_hook.php#.WZQZcFGGNhE
http://hook.gov.uk/scrapbook/old-photographs/
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2 VISION AND INTRODUCTION TO OBJECTIVES 

2.1 The Neighbourhood Plan enables the community to discuss and agree on approaches to the 
opportunities and challenges that the continuing development of Hook, Hart and their surrounding 
areas make possible. 

2.2 The key opportunities that have been identified during the consultations and discussions are: 

• To play a part in providing affordable housing for those who require it 

• To support the regeneration the centre of Hook and provide new retail, entertainment and 
business premises 

• To enable the provision of a wider range of home types and living settings to suit the range of 
needs across the spectrum of Hook residents 

• To complement the Hart Local Plan in being consistent with it and delivering the 
commitments requested by it. 

2.3 Key challenges facing Hook in 2018 are: 

• To successfully integrate the new developments planned to take place within the Hook 
settlement, and especially the rate of change planned over relatively short periods. 

• To retain Hook’s social cohesion and community spirit, to maintain the village feel which is 
highly valued by its residents 

• To improve local facilities and service infrastructure to levels commensurate with similar local 
settlements, to support all residents and businesses. 

• To retain the essential character and sense of place that is Hook. 

• To influence the design and layout of new developments to maintain the character of Hook, 
especially its plentiful greens and open spaces, and easy access to the centre and surrounding 
countryside. 

2.4 It should be noted that this Neighbourhood Plan does not concern itself with any matters relating 
to the planning and development of a new settlement fully or partially within Hook Parish. Should 
such be adopted as part of a Hart Local Plan then it is expected that details of layout and design will 
be subject to a new settlement master plan, under the auspices of the new Hart Local. 

2.5 With this in mind, the Vison and Objectives were developed by consultation with the residents and 
businesses within Hook Parish. 
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Vision Statement 

2.6 Guidance provided for neighbourhood planning for a Vision Statement is: 

“A neighbourhood plan vision is an overarching statement, or series of statements, describing what 
you want your neighbourhood area to be like at the end of the plan period. Your vision should be 
concise and locally distinctive and it may cover what you hope the area will look like, what facilities 
will be needed and what it will be like to live and work there. 

A plan’s vision is similar to a company mission statement which is a broad statement of intent and 
a succinct description of the company’s core purpose.” 

2.7 Our vision for Hook at the end of the Plan Period is 

Hook has grown and successfully absorbed the additional housing defined 

in this Neighbourhood Plan, and required by the Hart Local Plan. 

Hook remains a popular place to live; key to this is its attractive mix of 

property types, and their setting within a patchwork of greens and open 

spaces; every part of the settlement has ready access to the surrounding 

countryside and local amenities. 

Hook has retained its social cohesion and community spirit and remains a 

vibrant community where there are opportunities for residents of all ages 

to lead a happy and fulfilling life. Hook is noted as a place to where people 

move and then stay, making for a welcoming, stable and diverse 

community. 

The Hook settlement has a single centre that is the focus for community 

activities and services; it has been revitalised and redeveloped to serve the 

growing needs and expectations of the community. 

The local facilities, leisure opportunities, service and transport 

infrastructure, have been improved and augmented to levels required to 

support all residents in line with the changes in and growth of the 

community. 

Hook remains distinct and separate from other settlements in the locality, 

with its own distinct character and characteristics; gaps have been retained 

between Hook and surrounding settlements. 

Employment opportunities within Hook have been improved by the 

provision of support for entrepreneurs and established companies, and the 

growth of the many local businesses. 
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Introduction to Objectives 

2.8 Guidance provided for neighbourhood planning for Objectives is: 

“You need to identify objectives for your plan that will help to deliver your vision. For each element 
of your vision there may be one or more objectives. These will need to relate to land use issues. 

The objectives should be broad statements of intent. They should clearly link back to the issues you 
are seeking to address through your neighbourhood plan.” 

Overview 

2.9 Hook’s objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan are grouped under the following headings: 

▪ Community / Hook Centre 
▪ Environment  
▪ Transport and Parking 
▪ Development Design 
▪ Education, Wellbeing, Sport and Leisure 
▪ Business and Economy 
▪ Planning/Site Selection 

2.10 A chapter of this Plan presents the objectives, associated land use policies and the reasoned 
justification for the policies and the “Community Aims” (as defined in the following paragraphs), 
under each of the headings in the list above. 

2.11 Not all objectives will be achieved solely by the land use policies set out in this Plan. In creating the 
Neighbourhood Plan the community has expressed its desire to see actions that either work 
alongside land use policies, or are independent, to deliver the full scope of the objectives. These 
have been captured under the banner of “Community Aims”. 

2.12 The standard layout of Neighbourhood Plans does not allow the Community Aims to be set out in 
the same chapter as the land use policies and therefore an additional chapter lists the Community 
Aims for each of the objective chapters. 
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3 HOOK CENTRE AND CORE COMMUNITY ASSETS 

Context 

3.1 The central area of Hook is a constant source of comments and discussion amongst Hook residents. 
The area is seen as a focus for the community, but which lacks vitality, and in some parts looks 
decidedly dated and dilapidated. The community wants to see a thriving and reinvigorated centre 
that encourages and attracts a range of enterprises and activities. 

3.2 The commercial core of Hook, which we have termed Hook Centre, has a selection of commercial 
operations covering retail, services and food/drink that are valued by the community. However, 
there are several competing local centres: smaller nearby ones such as Hartley Wintney and 
Odiham, and larger but more distant ones such as Basingstoke, Fleet, Farnham and Reading. Hook 
has a relatively prosperous demographic and therefore there appear to be opportunities for 
additional, successful enterprises if the right combination of premises and ambiance can be 
created. Surveys of the community have shown a desire to see a wider range of businesses trading 
in the centre. 

3.3 Hook Centre has a variety of properties where sites that are solely residential are mixed with office, 
retail and food/beverage premises, many of which also provide residential space. This mix is 
attractive and something that the community wants to continue. However, several buildings appear 
tired and are suffering deterioration with the passage of time, which makes the area less attractive 
to visit, where redevelopment would deliver benefits. 

3.4 Hook has a natural focus point at the junction of the A30 and Station Road around which businesses 
and community facilities have gathered as Hook has developed. Consultation with the residents has 
shown that they wish to maintain this as a vibrant centre, acting as a focus for the settlement. 

However, the nature of the A30 as a heavily trafficked ‘A’ road poses some issues. 

Note that a more detailed definition of the Hook Centre is given below. 

3.5 Hook Centre is surrounded by a mix of residential developments and core community assets and 
infrastructure including: Hook Infant and Junior Schools, the Elizabeth Hall, the Community Centre 
and Hartlett’s Park, Hook Surgery, churches, Crossways car park and Wellworth Park. This annulus 
is then itself surrounded by a residential hinterland. 

3.6 This Plan sets out (below) policies to control and direct development and redevelopment of Hook 
Centre and areas that immediately surround it. However, Hook Centre is made up of a large number 
of different land parcels and properties, with different tenures and ownerships. A Neighbourhood 
Plan does not have the power to impose a single development plan for this entire area. It must 
recognise that developments will take place at different times and according to the needs and 
requirements of different circumstances. 

Consequently, it is not possible to be prescriptive about any one site, but the intention is to set a 
framework, which enables the objectives to be delivered as the sum of a series of developments 
that are each separately adjudicated. To give an illustration of one possible scenario that could 
result within the framework of policies, a Master Plan has been created which is presented in 
Appendix TBC (however it must be recognised that this is not part of the formal Neighbourhood 
Plan and has no standing in future development control decisions). 

3.7 The community particularly encourages the redevelopment of the areas of Hook Centre that 
require regeneration. It will seek to ensure mixed developments that include a range of sizes of 
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active ground floor units for commercial undertakings are available to attract a range of uses and 
businesses that are as diverse as possible, together with investment in spaces for community use. 

Objectives for Hook Centre 

3.1 O/HC.1 Promote a single Centre for Hook that provides a focus and critical mass for community 
and commercial activities including: 

a. Encourage and support (re-)developments in the Hook Centre that provide a range of ‘active 
ground floor uses’ that maintain and enhance the vitality and vibrancy of the area and continue 
to support the widest range of community and commercial uses,  

b. Continuing to mix residential and community/commercial use of available space to best 
advantage. 

3.2 O/HC.2 Provide the facilities that the people of Hook and visitors need and will want to use, to 
secure a commercially viable centre in an environment which is attractive and of good quality 
design. 

3.3 O/HC.3 Make the Hook Centre easily accessible and welcoming to all Hook residents and visitors.  

Planning Policies 

PP/HC.1 Development in Hook Centre 

Development, or redevelopment, in Hook Centre will be supported where 

it: 

i. Provides a mix of dwellings and active ground floor uses including 

business (retailor other commercial) or community purposes 

ii. Maintains or increases the business space provided on the site(s), 

although the types of uses post-redevelopment may differ from 

those in place beforehand 

iii. Provides car parking spaces for all residential units in line with the 

Hart District Council Parking Provision Guidance (ref TBC). 

iv. Maintains or increases the public/visitor car parking space in the 

Centre 

Additionally, developments in Hook Centre will be encouraged where they 

comply with the previous points and 

v. Make good use of the central location, such as  a residential 

development targeted at older age groups who would benefit from 

the proximity of the retail and community assets. 
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PP/HC.2 Retail developments outside Hook Centre 

Development of retail locations that are not part of the Centre will not be 

supported unless it can be shown that there is significant benefit to the 

community. 

 

Note: Permission has been given for a Sainbury’s supermarket to the 

northeast of the junction of the A30 and the B3349. This development has 

not yet commenced, but is still expected to go ahead following 

commencement of the NE Hook residential development. This supermarket 

falls outside the Centre and therefore is contrary to the policy above, but 

cannot be reversed. However, it should be noted that the permission has 

specific conditions that limit the types of retailing and services that can be 

provided at this site, so as to limit competition with the with the retail 

offering in the Centre. 

Community Aims  

3.4 The community believes that a series of other actions should be carried out alongside the 
adherence to the Planning Policies to achieve the full benefits and objectives foreseen in this Plan. 

3.5 These Community Aims are set out in Chapter 10, Hook Centre and Core Community Assets. 

Reasoned justification 

3.6 Hook is widely regarded, both by residents and those aspiring to live here, as an excellent place to 
live with an outstanding combination of attributes. It has a lively and vibrant community based on 
formal and informal social and commercial contact. 

3.7 However, Hook Centre has a relatively poor selection of businesses, especially retail, services and 
food/drink, but those which do operate are valued by the community. Hook has a relatively 
prosperous demographic and therefore there appear to be opportunities for additional, successful 
enterprises if the right combination of premises and ambiance can be created. 

3.8 There are a number of redevelopment opportunities within the Hook Centre that appear likely to 
go ahead in the relatively near future. 

3.9 When surveyed, Hook residents expressed demand for a number of types of specialist retail outlets 
and additional food/restaurant premises. 

3.10 The growth of Hook already agreed and expected (see 1.30, above) will give an added incentive for 
news businesses to come to Hook. If this can be joined to the realisation of the Community Aims 
and further investment in the core Community Assets surrounding the Hook Centre, then it is 
expected that this will provide the environment in which businesses will come to Hook and prosper, 
to the advantage of themselves and the community. 

3.11 The proposals for Hook Centre, covering both the commercial and community areas, in this Plan 
are founded on the following principles, which have been tested and agreed with the community: 

a. Hook Centre and core Community assets are key to many community activities; the community 
wants to see a thriving and successful central area providing a range of facilities and services. 
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b. It would be detrimental to community cohesion and the success of retail and food/beverage 
outlets for other ‘centres’ to be established within Hook. 

c. The current layout and mix of residential, community and commercial activities across the 
centre of Hook is thought by the community to be balanced and generally attractive, but with 
some notable exceptions. 

d. The community believes that there is scope for regeneration of parts of the Centre that would 
provide improvements to both the commercial opportunities in the Centre and to its 
attractiveness. 

e. There are opportunities for community/Parish projects to further improve the centre of Hook, 
especially if these are linked to redevelopment plans. 

f. There are considerable opportunities for collaboration between those operating the community 
assets and the proprietors of commercial premises in Hook Centre to work together to mutual 
benefit. 

3.12 Like most centres within existing settlements, Hook Centre is constrained but offers several 
opportunities for re-development. This Plan seeks to set a strategy and framework that will 
optimise, coordinate and regulate the various re-development plans that may come forward and 
link them to the Projects that the community and the Parish aim to promote, either directly or 
through partnership with other parties (such as the District and County Councils). 

Hook Centre geographical definition 

3.13 This sub-section provides a definition of the extent of the area considered as Hook’s Centre for this 
Plan. 

3.14 Include a map here from the Master Plan work. 
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4 ENVIRONMENT 

Context 

4.1 Hook offers residents, animals and insects a diverse selection of habitats in dry and wet areas in 
which flora and fauna thrive. These habitats should be protected from the negative effects of 
development. 

4.2 Hook residents back national planning policy in wanting to see sustainable development. The 
environment is an issue where sustainability may be called into question. This Plan seeks to clarify 
and define in objective terms what environmental sustainability means for Hook, so that 
developments can be planned with a full purview of the subject. 

4.3 This Plan builds upon the objectives and policies of the Local Plan for Biodiversity and Geodiversity. 

4.4 Ensuring sustainability of the environment during development requires more than just simple land 
use policies. Therefore, the environmental management of development is presented here in terms 
of 

a. Designations of Local Green Space, and other areas to be protected from future development. 
b. Information required to accompany applications for development 
c. Land use / planning policies 
d. Planning conditions 
e. Community Aims to support environmental sustainability 

4.5 A biodiversity report for Hook [reference TBC] has been prepared alongside the Plan to provide a 
comprehensive picture of the environmental status of the Hook Plan area as a baseline for the 
inception of this Plan. This provides the yardstick against which the measures set out below can be 
applied so that new developments preserve and enhance the environment in Hook into the future, 
thus ensuring that they are objectively sustainable. 

Objectives for Environment  

4.1 O/E.1 Protect the existing green spaces within the Hook settlement and provide new ones as part 
of future development. 

4.2 O/E.2 Protect countryside surrounding the settlement, especially its ancient woodland and 
hedgerows, to preserve landscape and views. 

4.3 O / E.3 Protect the diverse flora and fauna across Hook Parish, especially areas with specific 
environmental designations such a SSSIs. 

4.4 O/E.4 Mitigate the negative effects of essential development on the environment with the 
attachment of conditions to approvals. 

4.5 O/E.5 Maintain and enhance surface water quality, especially as found in the River Whitewater. 

4.6 O/E.6 Improve air quality, with reduction in the levels CO2, SO2 and NO2, as measured at monitoring 
points throughout the Parish. 

Environment Designations 

4.7 This plan will designate sites as Local Green Space (LGS) throughout the existing Hook settlement 
so as to preserve the pockets of open green space that are common across the built-up area and 
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make Hook such a well thought of residential location. The full list and definitions are given in 
Appendix TBC. 

4.8 Planning policies inherited from national legislation, the Hart Local Plan and contained in this Plan, 
will protect all areas of local and national environmental significance. These areas are listed in the 
Hook Biodiversity Report [reference TBC]. 

Information Required to Accompany Applications for Development 

4.9 This Plan aims to ensure that an objective framework exists for the assessment of sustainability of 
plans for new developments. This enables a systematic decision support process, aiming to ensure 
that environmental and possibly other sustainability aspects are considered effectively in policy, 
plan and programme making. 

4.10 All developers must provide a comprehensive EIA report including appropriate mitigation for areas 
that cannot be saved. 

4.11 Developers must provide a detailed plan showing the conditions to protect and enhance wildlife 
are included with development proposals. This means developer will have to agree to make 
provision for nature within the development before they are granted full planning permission. Even 
small-scale developments could contribute significantly to creating and enhancing local wildlife 
habitat.  

4.12 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). 

4.13 All new development should produce a green infrastructure plan to show how the development 
can improve green spaces and corridors for people and nature, in the context of the surrounding 
landscape.  

Planning Policies 

PP/E.1 Open spaces  

i. Development will only be supported if it can be shown not to 

materially harm where it respects the distinctive local character; or 

accessibility of areas of public open space and/or areas of visual 

significance; and would not or cause the loss of such areas. 

ii. Development in close proximity to the Whitewater River Corridor 

environment and approaches to it will only be supported where 

they take advantage of opportunities are undertaken to enhance to 

improve the River Corridor environment, including access, subject 

to suitable ecological assessment. 

iii. Development that is close to a wooded hedgerow will only be 

supported if it allows sufficient distance between the development 

and the hedgerow to allow for public access on a footpath.  

iv. Development on previously undeveloped land, e.g. arable land, 

meadow, etc will only be supported if it retains the surface soil 

integrity when the surface is levelled or cleared, and this natural 

topsoil is then replaced in garden and grassed areas in order the 
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rebuild the insect colonies important for other species feed, thus 

reducing emissions due to less purchase of compost and less traffic 

to remove and deliver such. 

v. Development on previously undeveloped land, e.g. arable land, 

meadow, etc. will only be supported if it retains the surface soil 

integrity when the surface is levelled or cleared, and this natural 

topsoil is then replaced in garden and grassed areas in order to 

rebuild the insect colonies important for other species to feed. This 

would reduce emissions by removing unnecessary journeys to 

purchase compost.## 

PP/E.2 Natural environment within new developments 

Development will only be supported if where it protects the natural 

environment within the development by: 

i. Using native green hedging and/or trees that are in keeping with 

the existing streetscape are used for property/highway boundaries 

wherever possible; schemes must allow space for such trees to 

mature, to avoid any later pressure for their removal 

ii. Making provision for bat boxes, nesting boxes and hedgehog 

tunnels where it can be demonstrated that these species are 

present. 

Planning Conditions 

4.14 The assessment of a development will consider whether any of these conditions should be applied. 

4.15 A tree planted to replace a tree removed due to development will take decades to achieve the 
biodiversity and amenity value of what has been lost. All felled trees for development are to be 
replaced on a two/three to one ratio - this wouldn't be suitable for ancient woodland or veteran 
trees as these are irreplaceable.   

4.16 All developers are required to retain the top soil of the area and return it for gardening and planting 
areas. In doing so they will minimise emissions from transport, return a suitable soil for growing 
purposes and avoid resident transport emissions to purchase plastic bags of compost. 

4.17 During construction ensure the protection of designated sites by implementing ‘buffer zones’ 
around sites to minimise the impacts of nearby developments. 1   

4.18 Maintain a thriving diversity of species in the Hook area with measures such as the provision of bat 
and bird nesting / roosting opportunities within new builds, the planting of fruit trees in gardens, 
provision of wildlife ponds etc.  

4.19 Ensure all plans give extra protection to mature native trees and that these are only felled in 
exceptional circumstances, where there is proven value of the proposed plan to the enhancement 
and well-being of the community. 

4.20 Ensure SUDs use appropriate planting and avoid invasive non-native plants. 
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Community Aims for Environmental Sustainability 

4.21 The community believes that a series of other actions should be carried out alongside the 
adherence to the Planning Policies to achieve the full benefits and objectives foreseen in this Plan. 

4.22 These Community Aims are set out in Chapter 10, Environment. 

Reasoned justification 

4.23 All too often a new construction site bulldozes trees and hedgerows with no consideration for the 
habitats they shelter. Hook has a recognised wealth of biodiversity and this must be protected and 
retained and enhanced for the benefit of all species. 
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5 TRANSPORT AND PARKING 

Context 

5.1 Hook has a network of quiet streets that are linked at key points by foot paths that enable residents 
and others to walk around the Hook settlement and the surrounding countryside without the use 
of vehicles, in a way that is both safe and healthy. However, it lacks the provision of continuous and 
well-connected cycle ways such that cyclists have to use the local road network to even access the 
retail and community facilities. 

5.2 There are significant discontinuities in safe cycle routes and a lack of surface level safe crossings for 
pedestrians and cycles across the busy routes of the A30, B3349 and Station Road; the first two 
carry heavy flows of through traffic, including many large HGVs. 

5.3 Hook has a mainline railway station that offers good services towards London and the South and 
West. The station access is constrained by its location in Hook Centre and parking is limited.; 
however, the station is relatively easily accessed on foot from all parts of the current settlement. 

5.4 Hook is very poorly served by public transport to locations other than those directly on the railway; 
there is currently only one active bus route passing through Hook, which provides an hourly service 
to Basingstoke and Alton. This makes access to many important services, in Hart and beyond, very 
difficult (or expensive) for any resident without a car. 

5.5 Hook residents typically have a high level of car ownership and use their cars frequently, even for 
the shortest journeys within the settlement, necessitating the provision of car parks at key 
locations, especially in the central area. 

5.6 A number of parking matters specific to the Hook Centre are covered in Chapter 3. 

Objectives for Transport and Parking 

5.7 O/T.1 Ensure that convenient and safe routes for pedestrians and cyclists are available for journeys 
within the Hook settlement, to access the countryside and to neighbouring communities. 

5.8 O/T.2 Provide sufficient public parking in key locations within the Hook settlement to meet the 
needs of residents, shoppers, school attendees, workers, commuters and other visitors, in the 
centre of Hook and all community facilities, commercial and residential areas. 

5.9 O/T.3 Ensure all new dwellings are provided with sufficient allocated parking spaces for the likely 
number of residents and visitors to avoid the need for parking on the street (supporting current 
guidance from HDC). 

5.10 O/T.4 To provide new connections and facilities so that the whole of the Plan area, and especially 
the settlement, shall be safe and enjoyable to move around both by foot and by cycle and shall be 
well connected to both the centre and other parts of the settlement. Planning Policies 

PP/T.1 Pedestrian and Cycle Paths 

All new developments will provide both footpaths and cycle paths within 

their boundary, appropriate to the size of the development, which are 

integrated with any existing pedestrian or cycle routes in order to maintain 

and enhance existing links across Hook. 
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i. Any Development shall ensure provision for safe and convenient 

access to the wider existing pedestrian and cycle networks within 

Hook. Where necessary for ensuring connectivity to the Village 

Centre or other key Community Facilities the Development shall 

provide or, if more appropriate, fund new segregated footpaths and 

cycle paths on key routes identified in the Plan. 

ii. Development will be supported where new pedestrian routes are 

also designed to cater for cyclists, with segregated provision where 

reasonably practicable and shared provision elsewhere. 

PP/T.2 Sustainable travel 

Development will be supported if contributions are made to the provision 

of non-car modes of travel, such as community based public transport, that 

ensure accessibility from the site using such modes to travel to the key 

destinations within the centre as identified in Plan TBC. 

PP/T.3 Parking in Residential Developments 

i. Residential development will be supported where it provides off-

road parking provision in accordance with the Hart District Council 

Parking Provision Guidance. 

ii. Proposals for the conversion of an existing garage to other uses 

(beyond permitted development) will be supported if there is 

adequate space within the property boundary to satisfy the 

minimum provision of parking spaces as required for a new 

development. 

iii. Development will not be supported unless the layout of parking 

spaces is designed to allow ease of access from and to the adjacent 

road or street without causing obstruction.  

iv. Development will not be supported unless parking provision on the 

development is well integrated so as not to dominate the public 

realm. 

Community Aims  

5.11 The community believes that a series of other actions to promote and encourage travel by non-car 
modes within Hook should be carried out alongside the adherence to the Planning Policies to 
achieve the full benefits and objectives foreseen in this Plan. 

5.12 These Community Aims are set out in Chapter 10, Transport and Parking. 

Reasoned justification 

5.13 In order to provide for sustainable development in Hook it is essential to ensure there is safe and 
convenient access to the Hook Centre and other key Community Facilities without the need to use 
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a private car. Development will be supported if it includes provision for permeability by both 
pedestrians and cyclists through the site and further provides connections to key destinations 
identified in the Plan TBC 
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6 DEVELOPMENT DESIGN 

Context 

6.1 The Hook settlement and its hinterland have evolved over a considerable period of time including 
many phases of development, incorporating many different styles. There is no one form that is 
uniquely ‘Hook’ but a number of design features contribute to Hook being a pleasant place to live, 
and are to be expected in new developments. 

Objectives for Development Design 

6.2 O/DD.1 Ensure all new development is of high quality design that is in keeping with its 
surroundings, appropriate for our area and supports social inclusivity and cohesion.  

Planning Policies 

PP/DD.1 High Quality Design 

Development will be supported if it demonstrates good quality design that 

reflects the character and appearance of the surrounding area and is in 

accordance with the Hook Design Statement [include as Appendix TBC], 

including the following design aspects: 

i. Use of good quality materials which are in keeping with the Hook 

area and complement surrounding developments. 

ii. Respects the local landscape quality ensuring that views and vistas 

are maintained wherever possible. 

iii. Designed to be sustainable in construction and in operation 

iv. Includes variety in type and size of buildings, and density of 

accommodation. 

v. Provides green space in a similar way to existing Hook 

developments. 

vi. Developments in brick, in colours which are in keeping with the 

area, are preferred. 

vii. Pitched roofs tiled in clay tiles are preferred over flat roofs. 

viii. Includes high quality interior spaces and light. 

ix. Incorporates adequate refuse and recycling storage to minimise 

visual impact. 

x. For infill housing, is sympathetic to the adjacent dwellings in height, 

density and design. 
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In order to gauge whether good design is at the heart of proposed new 

developments, applicants should include with their planning applications an 

assessment of how their scheme performs against the twelve criteria set 

out in “Building for Life” [Design Council, Building for Life 12, 3rd edition, 

http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/guide/building-life-12-third-

edition] 

PP/DD.2 Social Inclusivity and Cohesion 

New development will be supported where it supports and improves social 

inclusivity and cohesion by: 

i. excluding gated developments, as Hook is a socially cohesive and 

low-crime area  

ii. meeting the requirements of the current version of ‘Secured by 

Design’ [Secured by Design, How to Secure by Design, 

http://www.securedbydesign.com/] to minimise the likelihood and 

fear of crime. 

Reasoned justification 

6.3 This Neighbourhood Plan supports the NPPF’s objective to achieve excellence in design, especially 
design that will help establish a “strong sense of place” and “create attractive and comfortable 
places to live, work and visit” (NPPF para 58). Hook has grown over time and has a variety of 
architectural styles. However, generally the underlying theme is one of good quality design using 
materials which are sympathetic to other buildings in the area, providing a sense of space, limited 
overlooking, verges, good size gardens and good parking. The community would like to see new 
development be sympathetic to the existing character of the area and of adjoining developments, 
and this is reflected in our policy PP/DD.1 regarding density, scale and bulk of new builds. 

6.4 The residents advise that design is not only important because of the street scene and the look of 
the area but also because of the quality of life that it enables. Design also needs to recognise the 
demographic of the people living in Hook; e.g. as families grow they tend to have multiple cars and 
may wish to extend their houses. 

6.5 A certain number of properties are deemed by residents as appearing tired and are suffering 
deterioration with the passage of time (a prime example of which is the buildings in the centre of 
Hook). It is the residents’ wish that the design of any development in these areas will eliminate this 
and improve the overall appearance. 
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7 EDUCATION, WELLBEING, SPORT AND LEISURE 

Context 

7.1 Excellent school facilities, judged by Ofsted as ‘outstanding’, exist close to the centre of Hook. The 
Junior School has recently been extended to provide an additional 120 places at Year 3 (age 7+) 
from September 2017, enabling 480 pupils to be accommodated in total. The Infants School has 
258 pupils and occupies an adjacent site. There are several pre-schools in Hook, which are 
considered to offer very good facilities to this younger age group.  

7.2 The main provider of secondary education is Robert May’s School, located in Odiham, with 
approximately 1,250 pupils and the school has been judged as ‘good’ following a 2017 Ofsted 
inspection. Attendees from Hook mainly travel by coach to and from the school. Notably, Robert 
May’s is to be extended further to accommodate the increasing numbers of secondary school 
children within its catchment area. 

7.3 The majority of students reaching year 11 attend either Farnborough College or Alton College, to 
complete their school education. 

7.4 There is one doctors’ surgery, Whitewater Health, located in the centre of Hook which has a mix of 
11 part – and full – time doctors. The medical team is supported by a comprehensive nursing team 
of 11 and a practice team of 3. In addition, a dispensing pharmacy is located on the same site. The 
existing practice can accommodate an additional 4,000 – 5,000 patients, without needing to extend 
the current premises. 

7.5 Existing sport and leisure facilities within Hook are limited. The main sports catered for in Hook are 
adult and junior football, adult and junior cricket. Whilst there are several other sports clubs, such 
as rugby, running, cycling, squash, bowling etc, apart from the latter two, there are no adequate 
facilities to accommodate their needs. With the envisaged growth of the community, additional 
outdoor pitch facilities are to be provided at the NE Hook and Reading Road developments, 
together with a ‘pavilion’ at NE Hook. 

7.6 In general, there are few other leisure opportunities providing entertainment within Hook. There 
are 4 take-away establishments and 3 cafes, but only one dedicated restaurant. The 4 local public 
houses provide both eating and drinking facilities. There is very little entertainment provision in 
respect of the Arts; most residents travel to Hartley Wintney, Odiham, Basingstoke, Reading or 
further afield to Winchester, Southampton or London. Basically, there is little on offer to provide a 
‘good night out’ for whatever age.  

Objectives for Education, Wellbeing, Sport and Leisure 

 

7.7 O/EWSL.1 Improve the wellbeing of residents by ensuring new developments contribute high 
quality sports, leisure and cultural facilities and therefore minimise the need to travel outside Hook 
for these purposes, as well as providing new facilities as part of future developments. 

7.8 O/EWSL.2 Maintain, as far as possible, the existing infant and junior schools on a single site. 

7.9 O/EWSL.3 Encourage the continued provision of high-quality pre-school facilities with sufficient 
places to meet growing demand. 
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7.10 O/EWSL.4 Ensure that adequate secondary school places are provided for Hook pupils, initially 
either through further expansion of Robert Mays or at a location within the Parish boundary. 

7.11 O/EWSL.5 Expand and improve the medical support services at Hook Surgery, regarding 
practitioner nurses, healthcare assistants and ancillary services, such as physiotherapy and 
occupational health. 

7.12 O/EWSL.6 Provide a wider range of mixed – use sports facilities, preferably via an indoor use 
sports barn or all – weather pitches, installed and maintained to official Sports England standards. 
Accompanying facilities should include changing facilities, etc such as provided by a sports pavilion. 

7.13 O/EWSL.7 Establish a community – led Sports Association to oversee organised sports activities, 
clubs and organisations within Hook. 

7.14 O/EWSL.8 Ensure that community buildings, such as the two existing village halls are facilitated 
to provide a range of performing arts, or other events, to encourage residents to participate in 
entertainment provided within Hook, instead of travelling elsewhere. 

Planning Policies 

PP/EWSL.1 STATEMENT OF PLANNING POLICY REGARDING 

EDUCATION, WELLBEING, SPORT AND LEISURE 

If there is not enough land supply to achieve community objectives during 

the plan period, regarding education, wellbeing, sport and leisure, then 

land provision will be sought from developers as a contingency measure. 

 

Reasoned Justification 

7.15 Due to the large number of office conversions on Bartley Wood Business Park, under Permitted 
Development Rights, and the planned new – build residential developments, the population of 
Hook is set to double over the next 10 – 12 years to approximately 16,000+ residents. Therefore, it 
is extremely important to provide adequate, varied facilities and resources to underpin the quality 
of life (QoL) within Hook Parish. The key categories, which affect QoL are education, wellbeing, 
sport and leisure, as these provide for a community that is able to manage the pressures of modern 
life. 

7.16 The future population of Hook will be diverse, regarding age, ethnicity and income. Therefore, to 
maintain QoL within the community, there must be an eclectic offering encompassing retail goods 
and services, viz. food, beverage, lifestyle. 

7.17 Without adequate provision of active sports facilities, community health and wellbeing will not be 
maintained, thus leading to excessive demand for medical services, regarding both physical and 
mental treatments.  
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Implementation 

7.18 Key to providing the facilities and resources necessary to underpin QoL, therefore sustaining the 
local community, is the redevelopment of Hook Centre. Details regarding the masterplan for centre 
of Hook can be found in section xx. 

7.19 Recreational areas of land or community buildings owned by the Parish Council, as well as those it 
does not own, but may have the responsibility to maintain, in respect of open spaces, SANG land, 
sports pitches, etc, should undergo a utilisation review to ensure that the best possible use is 
derived for the benefit of the community. 
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8 BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 

Context 

8.1 Hook Parish includes both built-up and rural areas. The Bartley Wood business park and Osborne 
Way are effectively part of the Hook settlement and include some large industrial and office 
buildings. Murrell Green business park is also within Hook parish.  A wide range of businesses are 
present ranging from agricultural to multi-national corporations. 

8.2 Since the economic recession from 2008, the occupancy of the offices on Bartley Wood business 
park has declined, and by 2017 a number of large business occupants had either left, or indicated 
their intention to leave. 

8.3 Hook has a very large number of individual traders and small businesses operating from residential 
addresses. A demand for small business premises has been forthcoming during consultations 
regarding this Plan. 

8.4 The regulations that enable conversion of offices to residential use under Permitted Development 
Rights have been used on two large office blocks, and indications have been given that more will 
follow. 

Objectives for Business and Economy 

8.5 O/BE.1 Preserve and enhance Hook’s role as an area for employment, a driver for local economic 
development and incubator for SMEs and new enterprises. 

8.6 O/BE.2 Manage changes in employment land use so as to deliver the best overall result for the 
community taking into account requirements for dwellings and jobs alongside considerations of the 
character of the area and the amenity of neighbours. 

Planning Policies 

8.7 The following Policies will be applied except where this is precluded by Permitted Development 
Rights 

PP/BE.1 Commercial Conversions 

i. Development or change of use of an existing site, where the current 

use provides jobs, to a use where jobs will not be provided, will only 

be supported where the applicant demonstrates that all practical 

appropriate alternative job providing options have been considered 

and actively marketed on a realistic basis for a period of at least 12 

months without any economically viable options resulting. 

ii. For the avoidance of doubt, the applicant shall be required to 

demonstrate that conversion for occupation by micro or small 

businesses is not an economically viable option. 
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PP/BE.2 Commercial Pollution and Safety 

Development that will result in the creation of jobs will only be supported if 

it demonstrates that: 

i. Any parking, noise, lighting, signage, vibration, smell and emissions 

likely to be generated will not adversely impact on the amenity of 

neighbouring properties and the more generally surrounding area 

ii. Conditions are applied to the planning permission such that it will 

not have an adverse impact on the safety of road users and 

pedestrians or on traffic congestion (e.g. big delivery lorries picking 

up/ dropping off goods), especially the case where the proposal is 

in, or is accessed through, a residential area.  

PP/BE.3 Small and Medium Enterprises 

i. To the extent that planning consent is required to convert or split up 

existing employment space to create offices or light industrial units 

of 50-150 square metres suitable for micro or small businesses. Such 

applications will be supported, subject to there being no objections 

on grounds of parking and traffic. 

ii. Development suitable for micro businesses, including serviced 

offices, will be supported. 

PP/BE.4 Retail and Commercial Frontages 

New or renovated shop frontages will be supported where they are of high 

quality design and where possible improve the character of their local 

environment, and the design of frontages complements the architectural 

design of the rest of the buildings in the area. 

Community Aims 

8.8 The community believes that a series of other actions to promote and encourage business and the 
economy should be carried out alongside the adherence to the Planning Policies to achieve the full 
benefits and objectives foreseen in this Plan. 

8.9 These Community Aims are set out in Chapter 10, Business and Economy. 

 

Reasoned justification 

8.10 In addition to Hook Centre supporting businesses, there are several other locations where 
businesses are concentrated, specifically Bartley Wood Business Park, Murrell Green and Osborne 
Way.  As well as providing employment opportunities for residents, the presence of the businesses 
within Hook brings people into the village during the working week, when many Hook residents 
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commute away from Hook, providing trade for retail and other local services. In addition, a number 
of Hook residents operate businesses from home, many of which are very successful and are 
expanding.  A growing number of residents also work from home for part or all of their working 
week. [Evidence TBC] 

8.11 The NPPF is strongly supportive of building a ‘strong, competitive economy” (NPPF paras 18–21). 
There is strong support from the community for retaining job employment in the area, but there is 
also a desire to ensure that it is sustainable: 

a. It does not harm the overall semi-rural character of the area 
b. Does not add further pressure to the transport infrastructure,  
c. Does not adversely impact on the amenity of neighbouring properties.  

8.12 With development applications for major new sites providing jobs unlikely to come forward, it is 
very important to protect our existing small and large sites and ensure they are kept in active use 
providing jobs wherever possible. 

8.13 In policy PP/BE.1 (above), 12 months is set as the period for which a site that currently provides 
jobs must have been actively marketed before a change of use to nonemployment will be 
considered. This is a reasonable length of time in which viability of the site can be determined. 

8.14 Evidence gathered from the Business Survey during the Plan’s preparation indicates that there is a 
growth in micro and small businesses, many of which are eminently suited to this area and there is 
active demand for more light industrial units of between 50 and 150 square metres. 

8.15 The community believes that small scale mixed development - sites that include a combination of 
commercial and residential accommodation - is a good way of providing suitable space for such 
businesses, which are either office-based or require small light industrial units for their operation 
and are encouraging this in some of the Hook Centre policies (see TBC). 

8.16 The congestion in Hook’s business park is cited as a very large issue for businesses and impacts their 
ability to function as well as causing inconvenience/pollution to residents. 

8.17 If more local people work locally, this will improve the traffic congestion in the business park and 
give a supply of labour to the businesses. In a recent survey of the businesses in Hook, 50% cited 
that they have difficulty recruiting staff, some included cleaning roles which present opportunity 
for all age groups and 31% reported that they had recruited apprentices within the past 12 months. 
Examples would include a local job board. 

8.18 Just over 40% of responding businesses in the business survey said they would like to see enhanced 
shopping facilities and more choices of food establishments for their employees, and would use the 
facilities in Hook regularly, ensuring businesses are a sustainable business proposition for owners. 
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9 SITE ALLOCATIONS 

**Note: this section is in written in accordance with the Regulation 18 Consultation version of the 
Hart Local Plan, published in April 2017.  At the time of writing the updated version of the Local 
Plan due in 2018 has not been published, therefore any revised housing allocation for Hook has 
not been taken into account** 

Context 

9.1 The site allocations for the HNP are based on the Regulation 18 version of the Hart Local Plan, 
published in April 20171. Under this version of the Local Plan, Hook is required to accommodate 87 
new dwellings2.  However, it is recognised that the Local Plan is in a state of flux, and that there is 
currently a large amount of development activity in Hook.  This may result in planning applications 
being granted between the publication of the HNP and the publication of the made version of the 
Local Plan.  Therefore this plan assumes that any applications granted during this period will have 
their numbers subtracted from the 87. 

9.2 This section of the HNPSG is derived from the following: 

• Hook NP site assessment final report Sep 17.  An independent appraisal of sites was 
undertaken by AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited (“AECOM”) on behalf of 
Hook Parish Council (HPC).  The resultant report was prepared for the use of HNPSG under a 
Locality-funded technical support package, and is available as part of the evidence base for 
the HNP3. The published version has been redacted to remove some commercially sensitive 
content.   

• HNP Site Allocation Report4.  This report was produced by the HNPSG by taking the above 
AECOM report and further assessing the suitability of each site for allocation.  In addition, 
sites known to have come available for development but not covered by the AECOM report 
were included. 

9.3 Readers are advised to read both the above documents to understand the content of this section 
of the HNP. 

Objectives for planning/site selection 

9.4 O/SA.1 To ensure that, where suitable, brownfield sites should be developed before greenfield 

                                                             

1 
https://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/Loca
l_Plan/Draft%20Local%20Plan%20Strategy%20and%20Sites%202011-2032.pdf 

2 Hart Local Plan (see reference above) p70 Table 6 

3 Hook NP site assessment final report Sep 17 - redacted (1_0) Public Consultation Jan 2018.pdf: available from the Hook 
Neighbourhood Plan website http://neighbourhoodplan.hook.gov.uk/consultation-january-2018 

4 HNP Site Allocation Report (1_0) - Public Consultation Jan 2018.pdf: available from the Hook Neighbourhood Plan 
website http://neighbourhoodplan.hook.gov.uk/consultation-january-2018 

https://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/Local_Plan/Draft%20Local%20Plan%20Strategy%20and%20Sites%202011-2032.pdf
https://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/Local_Plan/Draft%20Local%20Plan%20Strategy%20and%20Sites%202011-2032.pdf
http://neighbourhoodplan.hook.gov.uk/consultation-january-2018/
http://neighbourhoodplan.hook.gov.uk/consultation-january-2018/
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9.5 O/SA.2 To ensure that all new developments are integrated with the existing community, both 
geographically and socially 

9.6 O/SA.3 To prevent as far as possible the coalescence of Hook with surrounding settlements, 
particularly Newnham, Rotherwick and Phoenix Green. 

9.7 O/SA.4 Where possible, housing development in Hook should support the aims of the HNP with 
respect to the development of the village centre. 

Location of Development sites 

Figure 2 and Figure 3 below show the location of the sites available for development. 

 

Figure 2: Map of brownfield sites in Hook 
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Figure 3: Map of the HDC SHLAA sites wholly or partially in the HNP area 
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Assessment method 

9.8 Each of the available sites was assessed according to the following criteria: 

• “Brownfield first”, ie brownfield sites should be where possible be developed before 
greenfield. 

• Planning history: if previous planning applications for the site have been rejected for reasons 
that are still valid, the site is lower priority for development. 

• Known access issues: if there are restrictions on access due to eg unsuitable roads, the site is 
lower priority. 

• Integration with the existing community: in order to preserve the cohesiveness of the 
village, satellite communities not connected to existing developed areas are lower priority. 

9.9 Each criterion was given a weighting to reflect its importance, and each site was then assessed and 
given a score according to the weighted criteria.  The result was a list of sites in priority order for 
development (see Table 2: Prioritisation of the available development sites below). 

9.10 In Table 2: Prioritisation of the available development sites, the column headings have the following 
meanings: 

• Site ref: the SHLAA identifier or the HNPSG allocation identifier (see Figure 2: Map of 
brownfield sites in Hook and Figure 3: Map of the HDC SHLAA sites wholly or partially in the 
HNP area below) 

• Location: brief description of location 

• Type: GReenfield or BRownfield 

• Capacity: housing capacity, taken from the HDC SHLAA document5, previous planning 
applications or developer estimate 

• Priority: assigned in the HNP Site Allocation Report; A=highest, D=lowest 

• Comment: any conditions or restrictions on the development of the site 

 

                                                             

5 
www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/SHLAA%20
Main%20Document%20November%202016.pdf  

http://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/SHLAA%20Main%20Document%20November%202016.pdf
http://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/SHLAA%20Main%20Document%20November%202016.pdf
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Table 2: Prioritisation of the available development sites 

Site ref Location Type  Capacity Priority Comment 

HNP_A Rawlings Yard BR 100 A  

HNP_B Stratfield House, Station Rd BR 10 A  

HNP_C Oakview, Station Road  BR 7 A  

HNP_D The Acorn, London Road BR 5 A conditional on the local significance being respected 

HNP_H Hook Veterinary Centre, Bell Meadow 
Road 

BR 3 A  

HNP_K Bartley House, Station Road BR 102 A  

HNP_M Former car park of Providence House, 
Bartley Way 

BR 101 A  

SHL6 Land at Holt Lane, Hook  GR 11 B  

SHL111 Hook Garden Centre BR/GR 57 B Only allocatable when SHL1 and 2 (NE Hook) are developed 

SHL210 Holt Farm GR 579 (including SHL193, 

SHL211 and SHL212) 
C  

SHL211 Land behind Holt Farm GR 579 (including SHL193, 

SHL211 and SHL212) 
C Only allocatable when SHL210 is developed 

SHL294 Land to Rear of Hook Garden Centre GR 60 C Only allocatable when SHL1 and 2 (NE Hook) is developed 

SHL130 Land west of Varndell Road (Owens 
Farm) 

GR 44 D  
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Conclusions 

 

9.11 The brownfield sites listed in Table 2: Prioritisation of the available development sites have a 
potential capacity of 328 units.  This is far in excess of the 87 required by Hart’s Local Plan.  
Therefore, there is no need to allocate any other sites during this plan period. 

Planning Policies 

PP/SA.1 Development on brownfield sites 

Development will be supported where it is to be on brownfield sites from 

the following list: 

HNP_A Rawlings Yard 

HNP_B Stratfield House, Station Rd 

HNP_C Oakview, Station Road 

HNP_D The Acorn, London Road 

HNP_H Hook Veterinary Centre, Bell Meadow Road 

HNP_K Bartley House, Station Road 

HNP_M Former car park of Providence House, Bartley Way 

Reasoned justification 

9.12 The Hart Local Plan has a “brownfield first” policy6.  This states that, unless the brownfield land is 
not of high environmental value, the use of brownfield land is positively encouraged.  This in line 
with the Core Planning Principles of the NPPF7. 

9.13 The brownfield sites listed in Table 2: Prioritisation of the available development sites  have a 
combined capacity of 328 units.  This is far in excess of the 87 required by Hart’s Local Plan.  
Therefore, there is no need to allocate any other sites during this plan period. 

 

                                                             

6 
www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/SHLAA%20
Main%20Document%20November%202016.pdf policy MG2 

7 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf s17 

http://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/SHLAA%20Main%20Document%20November%202016.pdf
http://www.hart.gov.uk/sites/default/files/4_The_Council/Policies_and_published_documents/Planning_policy/SHLAA%20Main%20Document%20November%202016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf


Hook Neighbourhood Plan 

Draft 1.4 – For public consultation January 2018 

 

 

Page | 39 

 

10 COMMUNITY AIMS 

The chapter sets out the Community Aims which relate to the previous chapters – where applicable. 

Hook Centre and Core Community Assets 

10.1 CA/HC.1 - The community encourages the active management of the Hook Centre strategy, 
objectives and framework set out in this Plan. This will include:  

a. Encouragement of collaboration between the operators and users of community facilities with 
commercial operations in the Centre.  

b. Further consultation on ways to promote Hook Centre, such as provision of signage that 
increases awareness of facilities 

c. Active encouragement and promotion of the use of both retail and community assets across the 
Hook Centre area. 

10.2 CA/HC.2 Pedestrian-friendly development – The community encourages and promote changes to 
the road use and layout that make the Hook Centre area pedestrian-friendly, such as full 
pedestrianisation, widened pavements, shared road space designs and reduced speed limits. 

10.3 CA/HC.3 Community Facilities – The community will encourage investment in the community 
facilities in Hook Centre. 

10.4 CA/HC.4 Investment of Gains from Developers – The community wishes to see balanced investment 
of monies and offers in kind from developers (such as CIL, S106 and so on) for infrastructure to 
support a successful future for Hook as a cohesive community. The evaluation of any such projects 
requested outside the Hook Centre will give due consideration to whether the investment would 
detract from the attractions and critical mass of the Centre. 

10.5 CP/HC.5 Parking – The community will encourage the owners and operators of public car parking 
space within Hook Centre to work with the District and Parish Councils to seek to ensure that the 
parking regime(s) and charges encourage residents and visitors to Hook Centre, including ensuring 
that parking for cars and cycles is safe and secure.  

The Crossways car park is a particularly important asset in ensuring that Hook Centre will have 
adequate car parking into the future, as identified in the Hook Parking Survey [reference TBC]. 

10.6 CP/HC.6 Development of Community Facilities in cooperation with Hook Schools – The community 
wishes those responsible for developments at schools in Hook to consult with those responsible for 
community facilities to seek to ensure that provisions are not needlessly duplicated, the returns 
from investments are maximised and that use of facilities by all parties can be maximised. 

10.7 CP/HC.7 Community Schools – The community wants to see future development of schools in Hook 
to consider, evaluate and consult on implementation of the principles of a “Community School” to 
the maximum, such that facilities can be shared by schools and the community, and wherever 
possible, facilities are not duplicated, such as sports fields, other sporting facilities, meeting spaces 
and so on. 
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Environment 

10.8 In order to support the ongoing enforcement and assessment of environmental sustainability the 
following measures will need to be put in hand. 

10.9 A survey of every field and boundary in Hook will be created on the Parish Geographical Information 
System (GIS) which will then be resurveyed at least every 5 years, producing base maps and linked 
site notes. 

10.10 All trees on public and private sites in Hook must be maintained (by regularly pruning) to avoid 
unnecessary tree felling, or damage from right-angled branches during storms. Consequently, this 
will allow adequate natural light into buildings. 

10.11 Create a habitat map to highlight 'biodiversity assets' and areas where improvements could be 
made to link habitats can be used in Neighbourhood Plans to inform policy and planning decisions.  

 

Transport and Parking 

10.12 CA/TP.1 All existing footpaths and cycle paths open to the public within Hook shall be further 
enhanced and/or extended to ensure good connectivity with all existing facilities, retained and 
maintained by the relevant Authorities and land owners as appropriate. 

 

Business and Economy 

10.13 The community wishes for opportunities for both businesses and residents to be created, including: 

10.14 CA/BE.1 - Improve mechanisms to communicate jobs in local businesses to local people. 

10.15 CA/BE.2 - The community would like to support the enhancement of the provision of independent 
shops in the Centre of Hook when opportunities arise.  

10.16 CA/BE.3 - The community would like the businesses to work together with appropriate authorities and 
agencies to either resolve, or at least not exacerbate, the current situation when approving further 
development. 

10.17 CA/BE.4 - The community wishes to find ways of informing the businesses as to what is going on in the 
community and identifying opportunities for them to become more involved in the Hook Community.  
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11 ANNEX A – LIST OF GREEN SPACES AND HABITATS TO BE 
PROTECTED 

Green Spaces 

11.1 The NPPF (para 77) states: 

The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space. The 
designation should only be used: 

• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational 
value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 

and 

• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

11.2 The “My Community” guidance for Neighbourhood Plans 
(http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/neighbourhood-planning-local-green-spaces/) states: 

Green infrastructure contributes to the quality and distinctiveness of the local environment. It 
creates opportunities for walking and physical activity and generally adding to quality of life. Green 
infrastructure is diverse in character and can include formal parks and gardens, informal grassed 
areas, linear paths, towpaths, sports pitches and various other kinds of landscaped area. 

For many local communities, securing high quality green infrastructure in and around their 
neighbourhood is important. Neighbourhood plans can include policies for green spaces and can 
be used to designate ‘Local Green Spaces’ to protect them for current and future generations. 

11.3 The Green Spaces conforming to these criteria listed below, and plans showing the outline of each 
follow: 

Corner of Bell Meadow Road and Compton Close 
Hartnett’s Park 
Wellworth Park 
Mitchells Field 
Play area/space in John Morgan Close 
Bassetts Mead Country Park (SANG) 
The Mound (Holt Park) 
Coal House Corner – Newnham Road 
Varndell Road play area/surrounding space 
Felders Mead triangle (Holt Park) 
Oak Tree Drive – area of green between entrances to Cherry Place and Hornbeam Place 
 
Jubilee Green 
King George V 
 
Note: this list is incomplete. 

http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/neighbourhood-planning-local-green-spaces/
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Habitats 

11.4 The NPPF Para 118) states: 

Planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of 
irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found 
outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location 
clearly outweigh the loss. 

11.5 The habitats conforming to these criteria are listed below and plans showing the location and 
outline of each follow: 

Towards Rotherwick ancient hedgerow 
Hedgerow at the top of Mitchell’s field 
Ashwells Copse – off Griffin Way South 
Shirlen’s Copse - off Great Sheldon’s Road 
College Copse – north of Owen’s Farm 
Hill Copse – connected to College Copse 
 
Note: this list is incomplete. 
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12 ANNEX B – ACRONYMS 

  

CAGR Compound Annual Growth Rate 

CIL Community Infrastructure Levey 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

HGV Heavy Good Vehicle 

HUCADS Hart Urban Characterisation and Density Study 

LGS Local Green Space 

NPPF National Planning Policy Framework 

S106 Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990, covering “developer contributions” 

SANG Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace 

SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment 

SME Small and Medium Enterprises 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest 

TBHSPA Thames Basin Heathland Special Protection Area 

  

  

 


